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Minutes of the 20th AGM held at the 
Königshof Hotel Königslutter  

The meeting was attended by 54 members and proceedings 

opened by our Chairman Jim Husband who then introduced 

the members of the committee and our guest Alexander 

Hoppe Bürgermeister of  Königslutter.The chairman read 

out the roll of honour, this was followed by a minute’s 

silence as the Langeleben standard was lowered by bearer 

Tom Neal. 

 

APOLOGIES:  The Secretary Ernie Callaghan issued 

apologies of those members who for various reasons were 

unable to attend. 

  

MINUTES OF 19th AGM:  The minutes of the 19th AGM 

previously handed out for the benefit of attending members 

and published on our website and newsletter were accepted 

by the floor after a proposal by Peter Westwell and seconded 

by Neil Mapp. 

 

VICE PRESIDENTS ADDRESS:  In the absence of our 

President Major General Peter Baldwin our Vice President 

Rodney Goddard welcomed the members and thanked them 

for making the physical effort to attend our 20th anniversary 

reunion. He offered a special word of thanks to the 

Bürgermeister for taking time out of his busy schedule to be 

with us this day.  Rodney explained that he was standing in 

for our President Peter Baldwin who was unwell and was 

thus unable to make the trip this year and asked the floor to 

join him both in thought and prayer for Peter and Gail at 

what was a difficult time for them. 

 

Rodney went on to give us an outline of what was going on 

in our two principle Corps, (Signals and Intelligence) with 

the reductions in manning in 2020 of around 14% Royal 

Signals and 10% Intelligence Corps bringing the army total 

strength down to 82000, this will result in an increase in the 

number of reservists.  As a result there will be approximately 

200 Royal Signals personnel in our main areas of interest 

divided between Cheltenham, RAF Digby and Cyprus  

 

BÜRGERMEISTERS ADDRESS:  With the help of our 

interpreter member Michael Braham is published in full on 

page 4 

 

TREASURERS REPORT:  Our Treasurer Gerry Kane 

issued a detailed report on the branch’s current financial 

situation which showed a healthy balance despite our 

generous donations totalling £1000 to various charities at 

last years AGM, Acceptance of the financial report was 

proposed by Denis Parr seconded by Tom Allum and 

accepted by the floor. Gerry asked that attending members 

paid him the monies for the ordered events at the end of the 

meeting. 

   

SECRETARY’S REPORT:  The Secretary Ernie 

Callaghan started by again thanking the members for a great 

turnout on our 20th anniversary reunion, despite the 

economic situation we had 54 members attending and with 

families and local guests over 100 people would be enjoying 

the weekend.  He also thanked the Bürgermeister Alexander 

Hoppe for finding time during the busy Schützenfest 

celebrations and for cementing the special relationship 

between our association and the town of Königslutter.  He 

announced that the reunion branch membership had 

continued to grow with 14 new members joining since the 

last AGM in 2012. He also mentioned the thanks we owed to 

our webmaster Tom Perkin and our newsletter editor 

Marlene Brooks for keeping us in touch with events over the 

year. 

 

The Secretary also announced that sadly this would be his 

last report as he was now standing down from the committee 

after nearly 15 years and that it had been a privilege and a 

pleasure to have served the members for all this time, it had 

been a great period in his life but we needed a fresh and 

younger approach to guarantee the continuation of our 

unique association. 

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS:  As three members of the 

committee, Jim Husband, Gerry Kane and Ernie Callaghan 

had expressed a wish to stand down after serving on the 

platform for some 52 years between them this left vacancies 

for the positions of Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary. 

Nominations were proposed and seconded for members 

Roger Longden Chairman, Clive Sanders Secretary, Richard 

Pickup Assistant Secretary (UK reunions), John Richardson 

Assistant Secretary (German reunions) and John Plaskitt 

Treasurer. They were all unanimously elected unopposed by 

the floor.  

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  Member Clive Sanders our 

poet laureate made a presentation of a framed poem to the 

Bürgermeister which was received with grace. 

The secretary announced that member Tom Allum had 

arranged the design and manufacture of a sample number of 

baseball caps with the logo’s of the Royal Signals and 

Intelligence Corps and the Langeleben veterans. They were 

on sale for £7 each, the profits going to branch funds. 

Member Ilona Hawxwell made an emotional speech 

thanking our members that went over to Germany to attend 

the funeral of her husband George Hawxwell who died last 

September, she was especially proud that member Michael 

Braham had arranged for a standard bearer and bugler to 

give George a military style farewell as was his wishes. 

Honorary member Arnulf Baumann said a few words 

thanking the branch for their donation of £200 last year  

for his charity for an African children’s school to obtain 

ethnic musical instruments and books, he showed a 

photograph of the school principal receiving the gifts. 

 

2014 REUNION: It was agreed that our reunion in 2014 be 

held at Burleigh Court Loughborough during the last week 

in August so as to keep equilibrium with the Schützenfest 

schedule in Königslutter.  End meeting  
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I called our President, Peter Baldwin to 

inform him of our fantastic weekend and 

to tell him how grateful we were to our 

committee. You will be pleased to hear 

that Peter and Gayle are in good spirits 

and are looking forward to joining us at 

our next reunion.  

 

We owe Jim, Ernie and Gerry, our outgo-

ing committee a big vote of thanks. They 

certainly left with a bang. It was great to 

see that so many of you had made the effort to get to Königs-

lutter. And as always it was so enjoyable to get together with 

old friends and to meet one or two people who were attending 

the first time.   

 

I wish to thank our new committee for volunteering for this 

important role and to wish them every success in the coming 

year. So let us get behind the committee and make next years 

reunion even more successful than this one was.  

 

PS “Don’t forget to phone a friend “ 

 

Vice President 

Rod Goddard MBE. 

IMPORTANT 

If you received this newsletter from a volunteer buddy, 

please do let him know it has been received so we are 

aware you are well and happy to continue to receive it.   

Your reunion (or other) memories are welcomed for 

our next newsletter.  Please send to: 

Marlene Brooks 

167 Fold Croft 

Harlow Essex 

CM20 1SL 

Or email to: langelebennews@yahoo.co.uk  

What a fantastic weekend we had, the 
weather was perfect, the company was  
superb.  I would just like to thank everyone 
there for helping to make this extended 
weekend in Königslutter so perfect. But 
special thanks go out to Robbie McCallum 
and Pat SS for their contribution to my 
super weekend, but I would like to give a 
very special thank you to Erica and Jim for 
taking Robbie and myself out to the old 
border crossing on Monday which helped 
to make this day as special as all the oth-
ers.  Thank You All!  
 
Now I have to face the prospect of losing 
the extra weight gained after the weekends 
excesses / celebrations!   
Oh well, no pain no gain I guess.    
 
Cheers and thanks again.  
 
Tom Allum 

Cartoon by Clive Inman 
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Bürgermeisters 
address: 
May I wish you all heartfelt 

thanks for your invitation to this 

Jubilee Meeting. With this 

invitation I bring the very best 

greetings of the Town Council 

and people of Stadt Konigslutter.  

It is really great that this 

partnership has existed since 1951 when Camp Langeleben 

was opened and the friendship up to present time still exists 

for all all to see. 

 

For more than 40 years from 1951 up to 1992 Camp 

Langeleben later called Anderson Barracks were neighbours 

with Stadt Königslutter am Elm, and later when the camp 

closed, the former British Soldiers often returned to visit us. 

In 2009 the council from the Rathaus agreed for you to erect 

a memorial stone. This memorial stone reminds of the close 

ties that exists with former british soldiers and the people of 

Königslutter. 

 

These strong ties have been continued by the affection of the 

Langeleben Reunion Branch since 1993. This strong tradition 

has continued over the last 20 years, and we trust that this 

tradition will continue for many years to come.  Many 

friendships have been tied between the people of Britain and 

Germany, formed with visits to the town brewery and the 

visit of Gordon Banks in 2011 more than 50 years since he 

was stationed here and played played football for Victoria 

Königslutter football team. For more than  60 years marking 

this  friendship between the British Soldiers and the people 

of Königslutter. 

 

In these days when there is so much conflict in the world for 

all to see, here in Germany we have been blessed with peace. 

The memorial stone in Langeleben has these words engraved 

on it:  ‘We came as youths in an uncertain world, and left 

older and wiser in peace and friendship in a world full of 

hope.’ 

 

Let us hope that in this world if we all work together, and the 

world does the same. Our friendship and the ties between us  

is a good model for all to copy. 

 

Most of all my deepest thanks to you all for the further ties 

since the 2009 when you marked our friendship with the 

memorial stone at Langeleben. 

Alexander Hoppe — Bürgermeister 

Secretary’s’ Report. 
Another great reunion in Königslutter was enjoyed 

by 54 Langeleben reunion branch members, families 

and guests brought the total number to over 100. 

 

The weather was perfect, blue skies and not too hot. 

The hotel staff were as usual attendant to our every 

need, the bier was cheap and plentiful especially in 

the Schützenfest marquee where it was free until 9 

pm. The entertainment was of high quality, typically 

German with all the oompahs, the meal at the event 

was also typically German if a tat rustic.  At the 

march from the Kaiserdom on the Saturday afternoon 

our lads were the smartest on parade (Once a soldier 

always a soldier). 

 

This unfortunately will be my last report, as many of 

you will have heard Gerry Kane, Jim Husband and I 

have finally decided to stand down from the commit-

tee after serving some 52 years between us.  The 

elected replacements are included the minutes on 

page two, we are sure that you will welcome them as 

they bring some fresh ideas and also ensure the con-

tinuance of our association. 

 

For me, it has been a  

pleasure and a privilege to 

have served you for the last 

14 years, to have made so 

many new friends and  

cemented many old  

relationships. 

Ernie Callaghan 


