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We are almost there!  
 

The arrangements for our Königslutter Reunion are very nearly 
finalized, so if you have not made your booking and you intend 
to join in this year’s reunion, please register your intentions 
straightaway on the web-site, or otherwise you will be too late, 
our deadline is the end of July.  
 
John Richardson, our KS Reunion Organizer has done a  
wonderful job, as indeed have three of our resident German 
members, Ilona Hawxwell, Heini Feddeck and Horst Funke, 
who have all helped to arrange details of this year’s reunion, 
which promises to be at least as good as our last KS reunion in 
2013, so please express your thanks to these wonderful people 
next time you see them. 
 
For anyone who will be a first-time visitor to our KS reunions, 
please note that you can save quite a bit of money by  
purchasing bier vouchers at the reception in the Avalon Hotel, which offer a considerable discount for the ex-
cellent draught biers in the hotel’s bars. Bier vouchers at the Schutzenfest also offer a good saving on the 
cost of biers in the fest tent, so please ask regular attendees for advice when you get there.  I would also like 
to appeal to members who will be taking part in the Schutzenfest parade on the Sunday, to remember to 
bring along jacket and ties, preferably blazers and unit or regimental ties, so that we impress the locals when 
we all march smartly from the Kaiser Dom to the Schutzenfest. If any of you still have your berets, please 
wear them with pride on the parade. 
 
I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the  
reunion and will be waiting for you in the Avalon Hotel’s bar on 
the evening of Friday 28th August with a bier close to hand. 
 
To all those who will be attending this year's KS reunion - 
If you have not already done so, could you please send the 
secretary a photograph of yourself, when you were serving 
at Langeleben. The secretary will then add your photo to 
your name badge, so that people who knew you at Langy 
will be able to put a face to a name. The Secretary's e-mail 
address is:- whcsanders@hotmail.com 
Clive Sanders 
Secretary 

Cartoon by Clive Inman 
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I Remember 
 
Towards the end of my tour at Langeleben, possibly in 
1969, someone in Admin 
decided that it would be a 
whizz-bang idea to go on 
a "Summer camp" and get 
the annual ten-mile-
bashes out of the way.  I 
remember arriving at a 
German "Kamping Park" 
and setting up our tents.I 
remember some ED or 
other having to set up the 
generator and lay flat ca-
ble into all of the tents to 
provide lighting.  This was 
a bit of a problem because when the cable laying and 
weird light fixtures had been fitted only half of them 
worked.  Apparently it was quite a skilled job to get the 
little bayonets through the right part of the flat cable and 
thus connect the fixtures to the electricity.  It didn't help 
that half of the bulbs had blown so the poor bloke (who 
did not have a bulb tester in his bag) did not know 
whether it was the connection or bulb or both that 
stopped light issuing forth.  In the end, I think that they 
settled on lighting a communal area and the walkway 
towards the tents.  At least we could see to eat and 
drink! 
 
Other memories. I remember a certain Lt Richardson? 
advising me to go to bed at 12 AM because I had to be 
up early to do my ten-mile-bash the following morning.  
I remember ignoring him and carrying on drinking until 
two.  The chaps with whom I was drinking didn't care 
because, hey, they had already done their bashes.  
Alas, I also remember having to struggle to keep up 
with the rest (who had not been drinking the night be-
fore) and I also remember having great difficulty in 
keeping my breakfast down. 
 
I remember that half-a-dozen people were detailed to 
clean the latrines, which stank to high Heaven so they 
donned their gas-masks.  Now at this point I have to 
say that what I certainly do not remember is just why 
we had to take such things with us on a Summer Camp 
but "orders is orders" so, take them we did.  We also 
posted sentries with real guns.  No ammunition, mind, 
just the guns.  The gas-masks did not work.  At least 
the men cleaning the bogs didn't think so.  They 
thought that they were worse than useless.  And they 
were right, but as that nice Sergeant explained:  "They 
ain't meant to keep the smell out they only work with 
gas".  silly me, I thought that they were supposed to 
work with chemical and biological elements as well; and 
the stench from those bogs (even after cleaning) was 
both chemically and biologically dangerous but after 

they had been "aired" by us for a week or so the next 
party in had a much nicer, and safer, time away from 
Langy. 
 
I remember the ten-mile-bashes too.  They weren't the 
easy, level(ish) ten-mile-bashes that we had hitherto 
been used to around Langy.  Oh, no!  These were up-
hill and down-dale through some ineffable German for-
est where even the paths could not be trusted, a hidden 
root here, a wobbly rock there, scree and every other 
kind of dangerous footing it was Hell on earth.  I would 
not expect a dog to do it.   
 
 I also remember that once we had completed the bash 
and a few other military type things we were bussed 
into a nearby town.  I remember the disco and bar that 
we went to - but not their names.  I remember someone 
asking me to chat up a German girl for him which I did,  
trouble was  she didn't want to talk to anyone who 
couldn't get by in German.  So that just left me to talk to 
her, honestly, I really did start off trying to get her to 
dance with him; it’s just not the way that it ended.  She 
was a good dancer too, 'cos I remember her waltzing 
me around the room at a fair rate of knots and knocking 
a German couple over.  I could not apologise enough - 
didn't want to start WW III, did I!  but they waved away 
my apologies they laughed; and said that it was good 
luck before carrying on with their waltz and bumping 
into somebody else.  It was a good night out and the 
highlight of the week.  Ask the three people in the 
photo! Now, if only I could remember their names.  
Ed note: Bill Fry has ID’d the photo which can be 
seen on page 3) 
 
I remember so many things in a disjointed way,  but I 
do not remember just why it was such a "whizz-bang 
idea" to go on a Summer Camp in a German "Kamping 
Park" just to do ten-mile-bashes, you can do those any-
where. 
 
Perhaps other photos and articles in the Listening Post 
will bring back other 
memories. 
 
Tony Lockyer 
 (1966-1970) 
 

 

 

Photo right shows 
Tony today 
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Editorial Footnote: Bill Fry helped ID two of the men 
in Tony’s photo below 

The one on the right as you look at the picture is a guy 
called Steve Logan, he was a driver both at  
Scharfoldendorf and Langeleben. I next met up with 
him in Catterick, he was then in the 2nd Battalion the 
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers (Lancashire). He had  
completed his time in the Signals and 're-enlisted. 
 
The one on the left as you look at the picture is Nick 
Say, a three enlistment from Bath., He was a field  
Signalman used to work in either QM`s or Officers 
mess. He was also at Scharfoldendorf and Langy. He 
made a name for himself by getting 7 days detention at 
Scharf for making a rude gesture on a Squadron photo 
at Scharf.  
 
He was a passionate follower of Adge Cutler and the 
Wurzels and Buddy Holly (he used to sing his songs 
after a few beers).  

How it began 
In 1997 I got a call from Frank Mitchell asking if I 
would attend a reunion in Loughborough and Join 
the reunion branch of Langeleben Vets. This I did, 
along with some other guys from the reggie. I Have 
attended some of the UK reunions and found them 
enjoyable. A few of us meet in London to coincide 
with Derek Spindlow’s visits to the UK from his home 
in Canada. The reunion that Frank founded is great 
and I do not think that the public realise what an  
important job we spec ops did and focus their  
knowledge of Bletchley Park code breaking rather 
than realising how they got the information in the first 
place. 
 
Long may the branch prosper and keep up the good 
work. Best wishes to all 
John Tong 

What was 225 Signal Squadron?  

It was the home of C Troop, possibly the greatest 
gathering of Spec Ops and I Corps the world has 
known. 225 were the invading horde that swept in 
from the hills of Scarfoldendorf and breathed life into 
Langeleben in '67. A little before Marlene and her 
band of Temperance Ladies made the NAAFI rock. 
I can honestly say that in my 9 years as a Spec Op, I 
NEVER, found any animosity twixt us and you, with 
one exception, WOII Strachan. Luckily he never 
made 225 at either site, I ran across him in 13 Sigs, 
where I was unlucky enough to have him as a next 
door neighbour. WO11 Strachan, pronounced Strawn 
frowned upon everything and virtually everyone. 
 
He apart, I totally agree, that ALL the Watches were 
a team and worked together as such. The one area 
where there was competition was in the GUHOR 
Book and I confess that the I Corps were the champi-
ons. This was raised a bit before some of you  
blessed us with your presence, sincerely meant and 
you may have known it under another name. Basi-
cally it was a book, left in the 'Set Room', in which all 
and sundry could contribute their thoughts, feelings, 
ideas, gossip etc. 
 
With regard to Lasting Friendships, I cannot go back 
quite as far as some but I confess to having a soft 
spot for Peter Aloysius Talbot Fabius Shoreland, 
M.Inst S M, who I have been proud to have as a 
friend for well over 40 years and Tom Neal, who, due 
to the difference in our ranks was never a friend but 
certainly someone I trusted and admired. 
Mike Hudson 

 
Mike Hudson 1964-1967 sadly passed away 
April 2015.  His wife Hilary Hudson and their 
sons would like to thank all who sent  
condolences and special thanks to those 
who were able to attend the funeral. 
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Shown right: 
 
List of members who 
are coming to our 
reunion this year in 
Königlutter. 
 
If you haven't booked 
yet there is still time, 
but it must be before 
the end of July, this 
is your last chance to 
book so please act 
quickly. 
 
  

IMPORTANT 
If you received this newsletter from a volunteer buddy, 

please do let him know it has been received so we are aware 

you are well and happy to continue to receive it.   

Your reunion (or other) memories are welcomed for our 

next newsletter.  Please send to: 

 

Marlene Brooks.  167 Fold Croft, Harlow  CM20 1SL 

Or email to: langelebennews@yahoo.co.uk  

Next issue will be our Reunion Special.  
 
If you are able to go please do think of those 
who can’t attend and send in your photos 
and little articles. Typed, emailed, or hand-
written. Details below.  Many thanks. 

 
This time we welcome new member John 
Monks to our association, well done John. 
 
If anyone knows of anyone else who is not 
yet a member please do encourage them to 
join.  It’s just a mere £5 for lifetime member-
ship. 
 

York get together 
We had a great get-together in York this week - a 
few 'regulars' missing (it is the holiday season, after 
all) - as follows :- Bill Fry, Gerry Wilson, Ken Vipond, 
Paul Tozer, Chris Burr, John Ruddy, Ron Ward,  
Stuart McLeod, Derek Fowler, Clive Inman and yours 
truly (Ian Ellinor.) Our next meet is Thursday 13th 
August - get there if you can.  For more details write 
or email Marlene Listening Post Editor or find me on 
Facebook. 
Ian Ellinor 

Our Committee has been 
putting in a lot of work over 
the past few months, to  
ensure that our trip to 
Königslutter runs smoothly.   
For those of you who are  
going to Königslutter, please 
make sure to inform Clive 
(Secretary) and John 
Richardson (Königslutter  
organiser) if there are any 
changes to your planned visit.  It would be nice if we 
had a few more names added to the list.  
 
On the 11th July I spoke with Gail and our President, 
Major General Peter Baldwin. As you will know  
General Peter has been ill for some time now with 
Parkinson’s disease.  During our conversation Gail 
informed me that General Peter’s health has  
deteriorated a lot over the past few months. I had a 
few words with Peter; unfortunately he was too tired 
to for any length of time. 
 
We are looking forward to seeing you all in  
Königslutter. 
 
Vice President 
Rod Goddard. 


