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It seems like only yesterday that 
I was reading the last Christmas 
Toast.  Our Langeleben  
Association is a large family but 
with the passing of time we get 
smaller. 
  
This year we have lost six  
members who passed away 
leaving family and loved ones 
behind but they are still a part of 
the family and our thoughts will 
be with them this Christmas 
  
On a personal note I have been 
honoured to carry our Standard 
for many years but I thought it 
was time to give a younger per-
son a chance.  I am pleased to 
say that Robbie McCallum will 
carry on the tradition. 
  
May I now ask you all to raise 
your glasses and join me in a 
toast to our Langeleben family 
and to wish everyone a very 
Merry Christmas. 
Best wishes 
Tom Neal 

Join us on the forum from the 
23rd December to midnight on 
the 26th December to raise a 
glass and respond to Tom’s 
toast.  After midnight on the 
26th December the thread will 
be locked. 
langeleben.myfreeforum.org/
index.php 
Or click on our website. 

Photos: Alan Caine 
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A Winter Warfare Course with 
Snow! 
I loved reading Ivan Bond’s experiences on his Winter 
Warfare Course; mine was earlier than Ivan’s, and, to 
spoil it, we had snow! 
 
I couldn’t resist the scrawl on the Langeleben notice 
board back in the mid fifties asking for volunteers to 
attend a “winter warfare course” in the Harz Mountains; 
eventually I found myself heading off to the hills in the 
back of a freezing three tonner. Only the army can get 
away with it. Take tax payers money to pay for a bunch 
of squaddies to learn how to ski, and label it a “Winter 
Warfare Course”! 
I’ll take Ivan’s word for it that the course was held at 

Winterberg, for the life of me that detail has long since 
slipped from my fading memory. But some of the 
events are as clear in my mind now, as they were on 
the days they happened.  
 
The first day was to sort out the men from the boys, or, 
to put it another way, the men who could balance on a 
pair of long sticks strapped to their boots, and the boys 
who couldn’t. We all put our skis on at the bottom of a 

hill, right next to a busy road, and spent the next half 
hour being taught how to walk round in circles. This 
took up all the patience of the sergeant in charge of 
this exercise, who then instructed us to walk up the hill 
with our skis on. Having breathlessly made it to the 
top, we were then ordered to ski down to the bottom, in 
one go, without falling! Ski training army style! 
 
I remember one brave young man asking the question 
that was on all our lips. “Sergeant, there’s a road at the 
bottom. If we do get down how do we stop”?  
 
I needn’t remind anybody that senior NCOs just love 
this type of stupid question. “You are supposed to be 
f…… intelligent, lad, so I’m sure you’ll work it out”. 
 
Most of us got to the bottom, and most of us found a 
way to stop. The one exception was a loud mouthed 
sergeant on the course who, after taking a tumble and 
breaking his leg, disappeared out of our lives forever! 
 
After that, things got much better. Training was taken 
over by a Norwegian langlauf Olympian and a corporal 
who was part of the army ski team. We had a glorious 
few days, with the most amazing downhill and langlauf 
training, culminating in pulling sledges full of food up 
the mountains to feed stranded reindeer. Having 
reached our destination we were taught how to dig 
snow shelters in the side of a hill with our ski tips (that 
was the sum total of “winter warfare training”), and 
there we stayed for the night. Needless to say, no 
washing, no tooth cleaning and certainly none of us 
even considered removing our boots or any of our kit. 
 
Towards the end of training the instructors organised 
some races. I happened to be in the team that won the 
langlauf race and certainly helped my new mates drink 
their way through the first prize – a crate of dunkel! 
Ivan is spot on. Just very occasionally, volunteering 
can pay off. 
David Bowers 
I Corps Langeleben 1957/1958 
With photos by Alan Caine 

 

By Clive Inman 
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From:  
Major General (Retired) Tim Inshaw CB 

 
 
 
 

It was a great pleasure to have known Major General 
(Retired) Peter Baldwin CBE.  We both served full  
careers in the Royal Corps of Signals and it was  
indeed an honour to have spoken about Peter’s  
military career at his Service of Remembrance.   
In addition to his many achievements, he was  
undoubtedly a much respected and active President of 
the Langeleben Reunion Association. 
 
I am delighted and truly honoured to have been asked 
to take over as your President.  However, in accepting 
this appointment, I am conscious that I have never 
served in Langeleben!  That said, I am a former com-
manding officer of a regiment engaged in activity very 
similar to that conducted in Langeleben and hence I 
know some of you within the Association.  I have also 
had three tours in Germany and spent more than a few 
hours as a guest at the local Schützenverein!  Hence, I 
well remember the friendship that existed between the 
German population and British soldiers and their fami-
lies based on German soil.  It is wonderful that this 
friendship lives on within the Langeleben Reunion  
Association.  So I hope you will consider that I am just 
about qualified to be your President, even if I still have 
much to learn about the Association. 
 
By way of background, I joined the Army at the age of 
eighteen and served for thirty eight years, based 

mainly in Great Britain, but also in Northern Ireland, 
Germany and Cyprus.  Sally is a teacher and we have 
three sons, all of whom have long since flown the nest.  
We both now work part-time and in my spare time I am 
Chair of the Board of Trustees of the Royal Signals 
Benevolent Fund.  We enjoy walking, gardening and 
watching cricket!  And now we also very much look 
forward to getting to know you and to serving the  
Reunion Association as best we can.   

 
 

   
    

In Mid October I had the pleasure of having lunch with 
Gail Baldwin and our President Tim Inshaw. Following 
lunch Tim presented Gail with a print of the Kaiserdom
-im-Winter in Königslutter am Elm. (See photograph 
above). The framed print had been donated by Robin  
Seaword.   
 
It is difficult to put into words how important your  
continued support for the Langeleben Reunion Branch 
is, because without our active members there would 
be no Branch. Since our formation the number of  
active members has remained rather constant. That is 
not the case with our ages. If we are to continue to 
thrive as a branch, we must try to attract more of our 
younger members and encourage them to become 
involved in our branch.  
 
As yet another year nears it’s end, I would like to wish  
all our members and their families a “Merry Christmas 
and a prosperous New Year”.  
VP/Chairman 
Rod Goddard. 

Photo taken by Rod Goddard shows Tim with 
Mrs Gail Baldwin, details are in Rod’s message 
below left. 

Photos from the gallery on our website. This photo is  
courtesy of member Mick Hurn.  We really need the stories 
of those who served in the latter years of Langeleben.  

We also have an excellent gallery on our website with 
many photos which can be enjoyed by all of us, perhaps 
those members without a computer could ask a family 
member or friend to allow you access to them. 
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IMPORTANT 
If you received this newsletter from a volunteer buddy, please do let him know it has been received so 
we are aware you are well and happy to continue to receive it. 
 
Your memories are welcomed (and much needed) for future newsletters.  Without articles there can be 
no Listening Post.  Any articles already received will  
appear in future copies, we are very grateful to you for sending them in.  
Editor 
Marlene Brooks.   
167 Fold Croft, Harlow CM20 1SL 
Or email to: langelebennews@yahoo.co.uk  
Telephone: 01279 862960 

Secretary’s greeting 
As you already know, I have taken on the role of Branch Secretary for the  
Association and would like to thank Clive Sanders for the fine job he has 
done in this position over the past two years.  I feel very honoured to have 
the confidence of my fellow branch members and will be doing my best to do 
you proud. 
  
As in the past, I will be ably assisted by Dickie Pickup who arranges our re-
unions in Loughborough and John Richardson who will be working hard on 
the arrangements for our reunion in Königslutter this coming year.  Details 
will follow in due course on how to book for this special event.  
  
Following the sad death of our President Peter Baldwin, we now have a new President in Tim Inshaw who has  
written a letter of introduction on page three. We have 3 other new members who have joined this year, Alan 
Caine 1956, Lynda Oldfield 1970’s and Paul Ponsford early 1970’s. I am sure you will join me in welcoming all 
of them. 
  
All that remains is to extend mine and Jud’s warmest thoughts and best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a 
very happy and healthy New Year. We are very much looking forward to our reunion next August – bring it on! 
Charlie Charlesworth 

The cricket team photo was taken in Smuts Barracks Berlin in July 1969 where 
we played 9/12 Lancers.in the Minor Units semi-final. 
Back row left to right:   Gordon Penman, John Thayer, Mick Lloyd, Reg Rice, Jim 
Crow, Gordon Robinson, Roy Corpse, Frank Davison. 
Front row left to right:  Ian Ellinor, Larry Holmes, Keith Read, Phil Weightman. 

  

Photo left sent in by Larry Holmes 
shown here at Kleinmann’s in 1969 

Larry today 

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year 


