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Booking form still available on our website 
Going so far are: 

23rd Reunion and AGM 
Friday 9th to Sunday 11th September 2016  

in the Link Hotel Loughborough 

Tom Allum   Robbie McCallum 
Mr & Mrs Bamford  Stuart McCleod 
George Berg   Tom & Helen Neal 
Ernie & Sheila Callaghan Denis& Joyce Parr 
Ron & Anne Clay  Frank & Birgit Pye 
Peter & Pauline Corker  John Richardson 
David Etherton   Ernie & Avril Robertson 
Horst Funke   John & Eileen Rosson 
Nigel Butler   David Garner  
Clive Sanders   Rod & Eileen Goddard 
Robin Seaword   Peter Hailey  
Peter & Kathleen Smith  Kevin Harvey 
Jock Stirling   Ilona Hawxwell 
Jeff Thomas   Harold & Beryl Hirst 
Ian & Kathleen Trowhill  Geoff & Brenda Howell 
Stephen Vaughan  Jim & Erica Husband 
Ken Vipond   Chris Jones  

Please remember that we shall have at least two  
important decisions to make at this year's AGM. They 
are those regarding who the next president should be 
and the venue for our 25th anniversary celebration. 
 
I am pleased to inform everyone, that Gale Baldwin is 
planning to attend our next meeting.  
 
Looking forward to seeing all of you there. 
 
Rod Goddard 
Vice President 
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At the time of going to press we welcomed our newest member, Alan Caine, who served at  
Langeleben in 1956. Those of our members with computer access may have seen some of Alan’s photos 
in our gallery on our website.  Here Alan tells us a little of some of his experiences: 
 

LANGELEBEN RAMBLINGS FROM 60 YEARS AGO 
 
January 1956. A small group of Int. Corps Russian linguists embarked at Harwich en-route for the Hook of Hol-
land. Icebergs were floating In the harbour as we prepared to dock. Ultimate destination  -  No. 1 Wireless Regt. 
on the German/Dutch border. Two months later, myself and just two other colleagues were off again  -  this time 
to the East German border. Where else but Langeleben. 
 
As a country-loving Northerner, this was heaven on earth. Our job  -  just three of us on the Russian language 
side  -  was to keep a check on the movements of the 3 Shock Army based at Magdeburg, liaise with our CW 
counterparts in Signals and the Field Security Intelligence boys. 
 
The work was one thing; leisure time another. So many memories, they would fill a book. Occasionally, one of 
the drivers would borrow the olive green VW Beetle (the one with split windscreen)  and run the three of us into 
Königslutter, Helmstedt or, if we were lucky, Braunschweig to 
see an opera or just go sight-seeing. We were also able to make  
several trips to Bad Harzburg, take the cable car (Bergbahn) 
and view the panorama of the Harz mountains from the top. 
 

Close to „home‟, of course, 
was Frau Grahn‟s hostelry 
(shown left) and the  
taverns in Königslutter.  
Usually amicable drinking 
with the locals; occasionally 
the odd disagreement  
relatively soon after the war. 
Plenty of walks too. A  

favourite was what we called „the forest road to Lelm. Thinking 
that April onwards would be like summer, imagine our surprise 
to have a heavy snowfall the week after Easter. Fun also were 
the „emergency call outs‟ where we invariably finished up  at a 
pub in a nearby village, blocking the road with military vehicles.  
(See bottom right photo.) 

 
As I recall, sixty years later my time coincided with that of Lt. Roddy 
Braithwaite, Sgt. Joe Makepeace and Cpl. Bill Taylor, the last two 
became good friends, (shown left.) Other, non- Russian linguist 
friends were Geoff Penny, Rupert and Dave (surnames forgotten). 
It was also the time of one of the pet „Bambies‟, often seen lurking 
around the cookhouse waiting for leftovers.   
 
My one regret was 
that I wasn‟t at  
Langeleben for more 
than a year or more. 
Sadly, in some ways,  

I was recalled to the regiment to play in the Rhine Army Tennis 
championships and, shortly after, become one of the Int. Corps 
team taking part in the Vierdaagse around  
Nijmegen.  
 
In September 1956, I was demobbed with blistered feet wearing 
carpet slippers!!  
Alan Caine 

Alan 2nd left in white shirt with Geoff, Dave and Rupert 
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Looking back 
Even though I am  
comparatively speaking 
just a youngster I thought I 
would let fly with a few  
reminisces.  Perhaps a 
few more of our friends 
will do the same.   
 
I have heard from so 
many people that  
Langeleben was the best 
posting they have ever 
had, and although I can‟t 
disagree with them  
because I don‟t know 
where they spent the rest of their military career, I do 
know that although it was a pretty good place to be 
when I was there in the 60‟s and as a first posting it 
was a really easy introduction to military life I can‟t 
subscribe to the best posting Idea.  
 
After Langeleben I went off to the Maldives for a year 
and it proved to be the paradise that most people think 
of when they think of their Ideal holiday destination. 
There I spent my time doing all the things that most 
holiday makers do. Sunbathing on one of the many 
beaches, Snorkelling in the azure waters and enjoying 
all the activities in the many bars and clubs around the 
island as well as all the sporting activities that were on 
offer. I did of course have to do a bit of work now and 
again although that was a minor consideration as  
everything was so well organised. When I left that 
Paradise and thought that I was heading off to the real 
army I arrived in Maastricht in the Netherlands. My  
introduction to AFCENT was like nothing I had  
experienced before. I was picked up from the airport 
by a very enthusiastic young man and was repeatedly 
told that there many so good things going on in the 
camp and the town and I wasn‟t disappointed. My time 
there was unbelievable. It turned out to be the best 
posting yet.  
 
When I was interviewed by the squadron commander 
the following day he asked if I was married and of 
course I said no. He replied with, you will be before 
you leave here. I laughed said “not a chance”. He was 
of course correct. I spent the next 6 years there and I 
think that perhaps they were the best years of my time 
in the army and indeed my life. That is where I met 
and married my lovely wife and where my first daugh-
ter was born. After leaving Maastricht I experienced 
life in many different units in many different places until 
I finally was sent out to grass and decided that after 2 
years in Scotland where we retired to; it was not the 
place for us. We returned to Maastricht, the place I felt 
so much at home. Although my wife would really like to 
live in England, I am still in love with Maastricht and for 

the foreseeable future that is where we will stay.  
 
Now, going back to the beginning of my ramblings, Of 
all the units I was associated with and places I have 
been, for some reason beyond my comprehension, 
Langeleben is and always will be a very special place 
for me and The reunions we have in Königslutter, with 
people who were there, either before, after or while I 
was there are something I have enjoyed immensely. I 
am a newbie to the reunions having only attended 
three so far but each one I attend reaffirms my friend-
ship with my old comrades and of course allows me to 
meet new friends from both the ex-military and local 
communities. 
Ken Murray, R Signals 1964-1987  
Langeleben 1967-1970 

Can you help? 
A presentation by Nick Kendall-Carpenter of the 
Royal Signals Museum put out an appeal for any 
memories and memorabilia from exercises such 
as Flying Falcon, Summer Sales and the like.  Do 
you have souvenirs of BAOR petrol coupons, 
SOXMIS cards and the like that can be donated 
to the Museum?  This is to fill in history of the 
1960‟s, 1970‟s. 1980‟s and 1980‟s in BAOR.  
Also do you have any stories from those days of 
squaddie life, or even as a ‟wife of‟ (or family of) 
with memories of wives clubs and the NAAFI 
(NAAFI mobile shop in Herford for instance). Col 
(Retired) Moncur (01258 482647 is gathering the 
stories and oral histories and hope to be able to 
complete this task by 2020 which is the  
centenary of the Royal Signals Corps. 
Submitted by Clive Inman via Tom Neal 

Snippet from Michael Braham 

Ken Murray at ‘Langy’ 
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IMPORTANT 
If you received this newsletter from a volunteer buddy, 
please do let him know it has been received so we are 
aware you are well and happy to continue to receive it. 
 
Your memories are welcomed (and much needed) for 
future newsletters.  Without articles there can be no 
Listening Post.  Any articles already received will  
appear in future copies, we are very grateful to you for 
sending them in.  
Editor 
Marlene Brooks.   
167 Fold Croft, Harlow CM20 1SL 
Or email to: langelebennews@yahoo.co.uk  
Telephone: 01279 862960 

Cartoon by 
Clive Inman 

 

Martin Gray  
1970 —  1972 

 

Photo above submitted by Tony Lockyer 

Langeleben 1954 submitted by Bill Coyne 
OUR MEMBERS ONLY FORUM 
Do remember that we also have our  
exclusive members only Forum on our 
website, please do join us. 
 
http://langeleben.myfreeforum.org/ 

Secretary’s Report 
Looking forward to seeing you at the Loughbor-
ough reunion!  Thanks once again to the excellent 
efforts of Dick Pickup, our Loughborough reunion 
is booked, along with entertainment for the  
Saturday Gala Dinner, so please make sure that 
you have your places booked with Dick and I will 
be very pleased to see you at the reunion. 
 
I will shortly be sending out confirmation letters to 
all those who have booked and will also send out 
the minutes of our last AGM, so that we can save 
time at this year‟s meeting, by just asking  
everyone who has received the minutes to  
confirm them. 
 
I am hoping that we can raise some badly needed 
funds to lift the association‟s bank account into 
such a healthy state that we can look to make an-
other significant donation to the Bürgermeister of  
Königslutter at our 25th Anniversary reunion in  
Königslutter in 2018. 
 
Our membership is still looking good, despite our 
recent sad losses, but if you do know any friends 
who served in Langeleben and are not yet  
members, please encourage them to join and 
help keep our wonderful association alive. 
Clive Sanders 


