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Being a National Serviceman, I only spent 13 months 
at Langeleben from January 1955. However, I still 
have very strong memories from my time there hav-
ing to live in a tent for six months during the 1955 
winter. Who can forget having to sleep in a tent wear-
ing Denims over pyjamas with snow outside?  Having 
to go to the cookhouse for hot water to have a shave 
only to find it had gone cold on the way back to the 
tent through the snow?  No wonder Capt Jim Prescott 
did not mind if you had not had a shave. 
 
I was very pleased to be given the position of Store-
man by Capt Prescott as it meant I could sleep in the 
Stores which were in the first building constructed in 
mid 1955. Langeleben comradeship was very strong 
and I cannot remember there being any conflicts as it 
was the reverse with everyone helping one another. 
This shows in the Reunion organisation where the 
committee do an excellent job in arranging the  

annual reunion and anything else that needs to be 
done to keep the group strong. The Listening Post 
produced by Marlene Brooks is excellent. Thank you 
all.  
 
Well here we are comrades near the end of another 
year with time marching on at a quicker pace. This 
last year has seen the passing of our President Major 
General Peter Baldwin who gave so much support to 
our organization.  We also remember other members 
who have died. We pass on our best wishes to their 
families. 
 
All that remains is to wish you and your families a 
Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year. 
“Prosit”  
 
Editorial note: Our toast will also be on our group 
forum from 23th December to 2nd January 2016  
giving you an opportunity to join in with your own 
festive greetings, hope to see you there. 

Seasons Greetings 
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DID IT SNOW IN LANGELEBEN? 
Seeing our esteemed 
editor standing in the 
deep snow on her FB 
profile reminded me 
of this. 
 
In the winter of 1967 
I was engaged to my 
(still) wife Ulrike who 
lived in Helmstedt. I 
used to get a lift 
either to Helmstedt 
(no car back then) or 
to Königslutter and 
then on by train every Friday.  
 
For the return journey I usually got a ride with the 
Americans going to change shift at the Tropo site on 
the left halfway down the hill towards Lelm. One  
weekend it had snowed heavily and was still snowing 
on the Sunday evening.  Later that day I pitched up at 
the Gateway on Walbecker Strasse as usual at 11 pm 
and we eventually set off about 11:30. They always 
used a small wagon (think they called it a 3/4 tonner) 
for the shift change and 3 could sit comfortably in the 
cab. About 6" of snow on the roads but no problem with 
4 WD. You probably remember there is a steep hill be-
tween Helmstedt and Süpplingen on the B1, which you 
had to go over. Got to the flat bit at the top where the 
road curves and found not one but two cars plus occu-
pants in the ditch. Neither had suffered more than mi-
nor dents so we of course tried to help. We had no kit 
but one of the drivers had a shortish towrope and we 
got his car out without many problems. The second, 
driven by a rather attractive young lady had gone far-
ther and deeper and refused to budge.  
The Americans by this time (after midnight by then) 
were late for shift change and needed to get going be-
fore they were reported missing. As the young lady said 
she had friends in Süpplingen and the car was far 
enough off the road to not be a hazard the solution was 
obviously to take her with us and drop her off at the 
friends. She would get the car recovered the following 
day. I had a rather pleasant ride into Süpplingen with 
her perched in my lap. Carried on from there but when 
we got to the left turn off the B1 towards Lelm the drifts 
were about windscreen height and we had no chance 
of getting through. We diverted through Königslutter 
and up the hill from that side up the L290 a bit more 
sheltered so no deep drifts. Got to the Kinderheim and 
from there to camp entrance was at least 4 foot deep 
so the guys didn't want to chance it to the camp gates. I 
was definitely not dressed for those last 400 yds . 
 
The Mojos on the gate thought I was doolally when I 
eventually struggled in at about 1 am. 
Jim Hilton 

Looking back some more... 
It was interesting reading David Bowers 'Looking Back' 
article in the March issue of 'The Listening Post'.  It was 
the first time I have ever heard any mention from any-
body of the 'Winter Warfare Course'  that was run in the 
Harz Mountains. 
 
I also went on one around the 
end of 1959 or early 1960 I won-
der if we both went on the same 
one ? As far as I know no other 
courses  like that had been run. 
 
When I signed up for it all my 
mates said I was mad and it 
would be terrible. They were 
completely wrong, it was great ! 
We went to Winterberg in the 
Harz Mountains which was the 
Army winter training centre but 
unfortunately there was no 
snow !  Therefore the course 
could not be run. We then were 
given Army Funds to spend as 
we wished to fill in the time. I 
went horse riding with 2 of the 
Intelligence Corps guys that I 
knew from The Regi.  Halfway 
through the week it started to 
snow but it was too late to start 
any training. We were then given skiing equipment and 
told to just get on with it ! 
 
What a hilarious time we had, none of us had ever 
skied before so we spent most of the time falling over 
each other in the snow. It was a wonder there were no 
broken bones.  My, weren't they all jealous when I re-
turned, I even came back with more cash than when I 
went ! 
 
Whoever said never volunteer for anything was sorely 
wrong in this case. 
 
Ivan Bond 
Radio Tech  Nov 1958-Nov 1960 
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IMPORTANT 
If you received this newsletter from a  
volunteer buddy, please do let him know it 
has been received so we are aware you are 
well and happy to continue to receive it.   
Your memories are welcomed for our next 
newsletter.  Any articles already received will 
appear in future copies, we are very grateful 
to you for sending them in. We tried this time 
to focus on the reunion and get togethers 
over the year. 
Please send to: 
Marlene Brooks.  167 Fold Croft,  
Harlow  CM20 1SL 
Or email to: langelebennews@yahoo.co.uk  
Telephone: 01279 862960 
 

 Norman Melling 1960-62   
 Dave Twigg 1960   

This may interest you - some time ago I noticed that a 
James (Jimmy) Hopper had joined the Group - I knew 
him quite well at Langeleben with good memories of 
boozy evenings spent in his company at Schumans. 
He had been in the Cameronians (the Scottish Rifles) 
at JSSL before re- badging to the I Corps at Maresfield 
at the conclusion of the Russian course. From Ernie  
Callaghan I found out that he was living in Australia 
and eventually got in touch with him.  
  
In June this year on our return from Australia to the UK 
having a six hour break between flights in Melbourne, I 
arranged to meet up with him in the domestic termi-
nal after coming off our flight from Cairns. We duly  
recognised each other after fifty-eight years, had a  
couple of beers/coffee and indulged n a few nostalgics. 
He hadn't changed all that much but was due to go in 
for knee surgery and if that went well he was thinking 
about flying over to the UK this summer, possibly even 
making the reunion. but I haven't seen his name on the 
list, so I think he must have opted out. I didn't realise 
that he had done five years of a law degree at  
university prior to National Service so he's quite a bit 
older that I am. He became a barrister setting up his 
own chambers in Melbourne but has retired now of 
course.  
Mike Miller (1957) 

The Squadron Fete of 1968 
 
I've sent the four photos I have of the Squadron Fete in 1968 which I remember 
as a great success with lots of locals attending. The loan of the shooting gallery 
was arranged by Fred Edrich a civilian employee who had links with the local fair-
ground people he worked in the Squadron Office originally and then moved to the 
stores.  I heard from Bill Fry that after Fred’s wife died he returned to Scotland 
and has himself passed away. 
Larry Holmes (1965 — 1970) 

Larry in the centre, yellow shirt Bill Fry far right Jimmy Shand 

Right shows Curly Knox 
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Our committee should be congratulated for  
organising yet another highly successful reunion in 
Königslutter. I don’t know if it’s an age thing, be-
cause like a good red wine, our reunions seem to 
be improving with time. I would like to thank all our 
members for their kind donation of 1000.00 Euros 
to a Special Needs School in Königslutter. This  
charity was chosen by the Bürgermeister 
 
It was enjoyable to visit our commemorative stone 
and to see it is being well looked after.  Which is 
more than can be said for the Langy site,  as year 
by year the surrounding forest takes more and 
more of a strangle hold. From the road you would 
never know that “once upon a time” an army camp 
had been positioned there. Fortunately  the fond 
memories that most of us have from our time in 
Langeleben are not so easily erased.   
 
As another eventful year draws to a close, I would 
like to take this opportunity to wish all our members 
and their families a very “Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year“.  
 
Vice President 
Rod Goddard. 

 

Gerry Kane remembers returning to Scharfoldendorf from 
a ten day exercise and had a bath to wash away the 
grunge, sat down at the table where his wife Janet served  
up steak( something brown) and chips, He says “I then 
promptly fell asleep with my face in the plate !! I wasn't 
popular !!” 

By Clive Inman 

Secretary’s Report 
Dick Pickup pulls off another miracle! 
After hours of negotiating on our behalf with the  
Burleigh Court Hotel and other possible venues in 
Loughborough for our 2016 reunion, Dick has  
managed to book the Link Hotel in Loughborough which 
is located on the other side of the Ashby Road from the 
University. The prices are very reasonable and he has 
booked the venue for the dates agreed at the  
Königslutter Reunion, 9th – 11th September 2016. 
 
We also have a new member and it is with great  
delight that I inform you that Larry Holmes, ex-Royal 
Signals, has joined our association. I served with Larry 
in Langy in the late 1960s and know that he will enjoy 
meeting old friends and being welcomed back to Lan-
geleben. 
 
Returning to the subject of next year’s reunion, I would 
like every member to help the committee raise funds for 
the association by seeing if they can come up with 
some really attractive prizes to be raffled off during the 
Annual Dinner. I am going to write to the Link Hotel and 
the Avalon Hotel in Königslutter asking if they could  
provide suitable prizes, but perhaps you can think of a 
source for imaginative prizes that will help sell more 
raffle tickets. 
 
Finally, I recently had a lovely telephone call from one 
of our members I am very proud to call a friend. If any 
other member ever feels like giving me a call, just to 
chat about the wonderful lives we have been lucky 
enough to have lived, please feel free to call me on my 
home telephone number of 01460 64512. The number 
is probably shorter than most telephone numbers you 
usually call, but just remember that not many people in 
Somerset have telephones. 


